
Table 1  - SPR Paint Waste and Paint-related Waste Minimization 
 

Procedure  Waste Minimization Techniques 

Paint Mixing  
 Ensure paint equipment is in operable condition before mixing paint. 
 Use ground barrier to keep spillage and splash from ground contact, e.g., 

plywood, tarp, plastic sheeting, etc.   Use of a portable containment 
device as a ground barrier can also act as secondary containment in case 
of accidental spillage. 

 For small jobs, place the paint can directly into the pot liner.  Adding a 
small amount of thinner to the bottom of the pot prior allows the can to 
float on the thinner as the can becomes empty.  The suction line then is 
able to remove all product from the can.  The remaining thinner can then 
be reused. 

 Wash thinner from the same model and color of paint can be reused by 
allowing the thinner to settle and filtered through cheese cloth to insure 
it is free of contaminates.  Refer to paint specifications for manufacturer 
consent. 

 Mix enough not to exceed pot life requirements to prevent potential 
waste generation due to unexpected work stoppage (weather, equipment 
failure, etc.).  

 Lengthen the suction line to maximize product removal from container 
 Be aware of weather conditions and mix an appropriate amount of paint. 

Cleanup  
 Clean lid groove of partially used containers to ensure tight reseal until 

next use. 
 Apply all mixed paint in accordance with the ”Spraying Out” definition 

as follows:  “Spraying out, brushing, and rolling are only allowed if 
there is a legitimate use of the paint, and it is applied as a protective 
coating or an enhancement to a protective coating.  Spraying out, 
brushing, and rolling are never allowed on the ground, in the air, or on 
any articles which are to be disposed of, e.g., plastic sheeting, scrap 
lumber, etc.  Spraying out, brushing, and rolling without a legitimate use 
of the paint are treatment as per 40 CFR 260.10. 

 Clean paint lines with used thinner on first flush of line. 
 Backflush paint lines to use less thinner for cleanup (conventional guns 

only). 
 Lubricate spray gun after every use to minimize down time while paint 

is in pot. 
 Utilize a shortest possible length for paint line to minimize cleanup 

thinner required. 
 Apply all possible material from pot liner or other rendering it RCRA 

empty in accordance with the following regulatory definition: All 
possible material is removed by pouring, pumping, or suctioning, AND 
no more than 1 inch of residue remains on the bottom of container. OR  
No more than 3% (by weight) residue remains if container is less than 



No more than 3% (by weight) residue remains if container is less than 
110 gallons “OR” 0.3% (by weight) if container is larger than 110 
gallons. 40 CFR 261.7 (b)(1).”  RCRA empty paint containers may be 
disposed of in the dumpster after adding sorbent to bind up any free 
liquid.  Lids are to be removed.   Only RCRA Empty cans are allowed to 
be left open to the atmosphere for drying. 

 Tilt the pot as the paint level gets low to maximize product usage. 
 One painter may blow out his hose and gun into another painter’s pot to 

use as much paint as possible. 
Reuse solvent  
 Wash thinner from the same model and color of paint can be reused by 

allowing the thinner to settle and filtered through cheese cloth to insure 
it is free of contaminates.  Refer to paint specifications for manufacturer 
consent. 

 Used solvent may be utilized to clean surfaces and equipment. 
 Used solvent must be poured onto the rag and not onto the surface to be 

cleaned.  In this manner the rags are not subject to RCRA hazardous 
waste regulations. 

Minimize 
sandblast 

media 

 

 Ensure proper sand pot adjustment for each job. 
 Ensure proper media is utilized for each task. 
 
 Table 2  - SPR Paint Waste and Paint-related Waste Minimization 
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